
Celebrating Children
in the Parent-Child Home Program

The Eastern Suffolk BOCES Parent-Child Home Program is
designed to stimulate the development of educationally at-
risk pre-K children. The program strives to strengthen
families while promoting learning and language

development using books and toys. Teacher
Coordinator Sarah Benjamin, along with several trained

home visitors, held an end-of-the year celebration at
the Mastics-Moriches-Shirley Community Library in Shirley to commend and
celebrate those children and families who participated in the program.  The
families dined on heroes and salads in a festive balloon-filled room in the lower
library level. The children were honored with certificates of completion.

Home visitors visit the families twice a week for thirty minutes and provide
creative ways to read and play with their children. Having parents involved in a
child’s early education is purposeful and helps promote child development. One

parent said, “I learned how to be closer with my child and help her with her
learning.” Another parent shared, “The Parent-Child Program is good education for

the children and also the parent.”

For more information about the Parent-Child Home Program, please call 631-208-
1936. The office is located at the Roanoke House, 969 Roanoke Avenue, Riverhead.

In the Library World, OPALS Is a Gem…
and so is Luxuan Liu

In the spring of 2009, Susan Peterson, Principal at the Eastern Suffolk BOCES
Centereach Academic Center (CAC) contacted Joan Skelly, ESBOCES Director of
Career, Technical & Adult Education, to see if she could get some assistance in
organizing a book collection at CAC. Students and staff needed to be able to search for
books online and locate books that needed to be returned. In an effort to create a library
catalog for the academic center, Gail Barraco, Administrative Coordinator at ESBOCES
School Library System (SLS), contacted C.W. Post’s Palmer School of Library &
Information Science to see if they had any student interns that could assist in this project. 

Luxuan Liu, a student at the Palmer School, was available to organize and catalog the
books at CAC during the spring and summer of 2009 using OPALS. OPALS (Open
Source Automated Library System) is an automated library system offered through
ESBOCES School Library System. Barbara Ramirez, SLS OPALS support staff, was

able to train Luxuan and provide support for the project.

Ms. Barraco was extremely pleased with Luxuan’s work. She said,
“Luxuan was absolutely the most dedicated intern we have ever

met! We were so impressed with her enthusiasm and her
attention to detail. She was able to create an accessible library
collection for the students and staff at Centereach as well as
get academic credit from the Palmer School for the project.”
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Waterfall Landscape Soothes the Soul – Dedicated to the Lives Lost on 9/11

In an effort to create a positive atmosphere for learning and school
spirit, students in Mark Havens' horticulture program began beautifying
the entrance to the Islip Career Center (ICC) in Oakdale. They’ve just
completed a waterfall landscape surrounded by fieldstone, plants, and
shrubs. This beautification project instills respect for the environment
of the community and school. The final touch to this project came about
on September 11, 2009. It is hoped that the calming sound will soothe
the soul and sorrow of those who visit it.

This year commemorates the eighth anniversary of the 9/11 tragic
events. Students and staff chose to commemorate John Crisci, brother-
in-law of Mildred Crisci, an ESBOCES paraeducator and 20-year
veteran, by displaying a plaque dedicated in memory to all the lives
lost on September 11, 2001.  Mr. Crisci was last seen racing to the
World Trade Center hoping to make a difference. 

Each year the students and staff at the center participate in a ceremony
remembering 9/11. This year they memorialized Mr. Crisci with a
plaque that will forever remain proudly displayed on the hill of
the newly created waterfall landscape design.

Stephen Kuhl’s culinary arts students assisted the horticulture
students by fueling their creative juices. They baked cookies
as a way of thanking them for beautifying their school.

Karl, a student in Mr. Kuhl’s class and a student from the
Brentwood UFSD said, “It feels good to do this. On this
anniversary of 9/11, we have a chance to remember the
people whose lives were lost. I appreciate them and I am sad
for them and their families. It feels good to take time to
remember them. 

Mr. Meinhold, retired teacher and advisor to SkillsUSA, was a
guest speaker at the commemorative ceremony. He read the

following to commemorate
Mr. Crisci and all the lives
lost on 9/11.

“Eight years ago on a
beautiful Tuesday morning,
the lives of thousands were
changed forever. Most of
the students here today
were in elementary school
at that time.

On that Tuesday morning,
many Americans including
Ms. Crisci’s brother-in-law,
John Crisci, raced to the
World Trade Center hoping
to make a difference. Mr.
Crisci entered the south tower and was last seen on the 48th floor.

As everyone watched the tower collapse, Mr. Crisci’s family did not
know that he was in it. He gave his life with many others to save lives
that morning.

That day, 2,752 people lost their lives at the World Trade Center.

What our heroes gave us that day was courage. All of us felt the loss
of our fellow Americans. They made us feel good about being
Americans and brought our country together.

Today we remember all who died that day. And, in memory, we invite
all of you to do a random act of kindness for someone, anyone. By this,
none of our heroes died in vain.”

Are you interested in the Middle States Accreditation for Growth
(AFG) process? Dr. Candace White-Ciraco, Director of the Office of
Planning & Program Improvement, is looking for volunteers to
become AFG ambassadors.

Eastern Suffolk BOCES employees are needed on a voluntary basis
to become AFG Ambassadors for their various professional peer and
staff groups. Dr. White-Ciraco would like a select number of
individuals from each of the major divisions / departments of the
agency to receive basic two-hour training about AFG. 

Dr. White-Ciraco is looking for:

• Leaders • Communicators • People Developers

Ambassadors will receive additional briefings throughout the year
about important news and/or changes pertaining to Middle States.
As an ambassador, you would “get the word out” around the agency
and be a vital asset to the Eastern Suffolk BOCES AFG Planning
Team, whose major purpose is to track and analyze ESBOCES
fulfillment of the Middle States accreditation requirements. 

If you are interested, please contact the Office of Planning & Program
Improvement at 631-687-3264.

The rewards are found in the change process and making a positive
difference in the agency and the region.

Patriot’s Day Ceremony at BTC

Students gathered in the lobby of the Brookhaven
Technical Center (BTC) in Bellport on Patriot’s Day
for a moment of silence commemorating those whose
lives were lost during the tragic events at the World
Trade Center in 2001. SkillsUSA students participated
in a wreath ceremony while Deirdre Kroupa
remembered her brother, NYPD Police Officer Glen
Pettit, who was last seen on September 11 near
Tower Two. She read a heart-felt speech asking
everyone to never forget the heroes.

Principal Dean Lucera said, “The
community of students and staff
at the Brookhaven Technical
Center will never forget 9/11.
Each year we commemorate
Patriot’s Day by gathering
together for a moment of silence
to remember the dedicated men
and women who lost their lives,
and the brave individuals who
gave their lives.”

AFG Ambassadors Needed!

SunShack – A Solar-Powered Educational Venue for Learning

SunShack is a solar-powered educational
venue developed by the Go Solar Company
located in Riverhead for students to learn
about the potential of solar energy.  Students
in Ken Abel’s Building and Grounds
Maintenance program at H.B. Ward Technical
and Academic Center (WTAC) learned
firsthand the benefits of solar and renewable
energy in a hands-on presentation while in the
comfort of this portable classroom.

Go Solar is a full service solar energy systems
designer and installer.  Gary Minnick, president
of Go Solar, has been designing and installing
a wide variety of solar electric and solar
thermal systems since 1979. 

The SunShack Educational Center has solar
panels on the roof and a voltage regulator
that charges batteries so the portable
classroom is not tied to the grid. 

The batteries convert the energy to volts and can
power the air conditioning unit, TV, VCR, and
refrigerator located in the SunShack. Go Solar
has made this rolling educational center
available to schools and other groups in an effort
to turn skeptics into believers.

Eastern Suffolk BOCES introduces innovative
areas of study to both their high school and adult
learners in an effort to be on the forefront of new
technologies and information. In the Buildings
and Grounds Maintenance program, students
learn how to complete various home
improvements/repairs involving carpentry,
electricity, plumbing, and masonry. Mr. Abel said,
“This presentation was very beneficial to my
students because it taught them how solar power
works, how we can use it wisely and provided
them with information on how it is installed, how
people can save money, and save the planet.”

SAVE THE DATE

Thursday, December 3, 2009

The 7th Annual
Employees Resource Foundation

Holiday Party
West Lake Inn

Main Street, Patchogue

5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Won’t you please help us
help each other?
You will receive a flyer

with all the information on it

to attend this celebration.
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Pledging Project Is Productive and Beneficial to Students and the Community

The Islip Academic
Center (IAC) in Oakdale
is designed for secondary
students ranging from 15
to 21 years old who have
emotional and conduct
disorders. The staff is
committed to empowering
the students to be
successful and engage
them in  communi ty
service projects that are

related to society and their surroundings. Special Education Teacher
Camille Youmans proposed a pledging project whereby the students
would vow to do something good and productive that would benefit a
member of the community, a friend, or family members. She said, “This
service-oriented project is a good way for students to give back and do
good deeds.” 

The Patr iot ’s  Day
committee paraeducators,
Ms. Lynch, Ms. Sosinski,
and Ms. Grataski ,
suggested the pledging
project be incorporated
into the September 11,
2009 ceremony. They
recreated the framework
of the American flag on a

wall at IAC, so as the students proclaimed their pledge of good deeds, they
fastened a red, white, or blue ribbon. Their good deeds came together
forming our American flag. 

All the ribbons will be transported and reassembled on the fence at the
Islip Academic Center. Ms. Carolynn Hansen, IAC Principal said, “We are
striving to have 100 percent of our students involved with the pledge
project. By the end of the year, the fence will be covered with the red, white,
and blue ribbons resembling the waving of our American flag. As the
students arrive, they can see the visual of their promise made symbolically
on the anniversary of September 11.”

9/11 Chain Link Memorial Project

On Thursday, September 11, 2009, students and staff at the Edward J.
Milliken Technical Center (MTC) in Oakdale honored those who lost their
lives in the World Trade Center through a project that would link their
thoughts and feelings together forever. Members of SkillsUSA created the
Chain Link Memorial Project with the hopes of uniting and connecting
everyone symbolically through the links.  William Berech, Connetquot CSD;
David Fried, Patchogue-Medford UFSD; Angelina Perry, Sachem CSD;
and Michael Spiteri, Connetquot CSD, actively participated in gathering
the links, gluing them together, and displaying them on the walls with the
help of Assistant Principal, Barbara Egloff, and SkillsUSA Advisor, 
Bob Love, Jr.

Michael was in the
third grade when 9/11
happened. He said,
“All the students were
gathered in the gym
and we didn’t know
what was happening. I
found out later that my
uncle saw everything
because he worked for
the Port Authority in
New Jersey. Being a

part of this project is important. We need to never forget. This brings us
together.  We are a strong country. I always like helping out and helping

others. When I was in
school and 9/11
occurred, I remember
being scared. It’s
good we have
moments of silence
now, and the links of
chain project is good.
It gave everyone an
opportunity to write
down how they were affected and their thoughts about the lives that were
lost on that tragic day.”

William was a fourth-grader on 9/11.  He said, “I didn’t understand what it
was. I found out that my uncle was driving home from NYC. He was a
firefighter and he turned around and went back to help. I know that my
uncle is a hero. The memorial links of chain that we are doing here at
ESBOCES will remind us of those people who gave their lives for us.”

David said, “It’s an honor to be a part of this project. Everyone can read the
feelings and thoughts of the staff and students pertaining to 9/11. I was in
fifth grade and only found out what happened on that day when I got home
from school. I was scared and I felt very bad.”

“I’m thankful for the people who sacrificed their lives,” said Angelina. “I’m
sad and I think about the innocent people who died in the tragedy. I’m
honored to be a part of this project.”

Over 100 ESBOCES stakeholders participated in the 10th Annual ESBOCES
Strategic Planning Council meeting held at our new host site at the Suffolk
County Community College Culinary Arts and Hospitality Center in Riverhead
this past August. The
purpose of the annual
meeting is to bring
together key internal and
regional stakeholders to
review the agency’s past
accomplishments and give
input to our strategic plan 
for the 2009-2016 years 
ahead. The plan reviewed
represented a two-year
agency-wide analysis
facilitated by the ESBOCES
Re-accreditation Planning Team. The team had reviewed the agency’s
success in completing its goals, objectives, and plans up to the 2008 year and
proposed the new 2009-2016 goals, objectives, and action plans. This basic
plan was affirmed by the Middle States Association Validation Team at their
visit in December 2008, and with their recommendations and further input
from the summer strategic planning council, the final plan with the 2009-2010
focus was approved by the ESBOCES Board in September 2009.

At the annual meeting, the stakeholders gave feedback on each of the
eight Middle States approved strategic action plans and additional input
on the numerous operational plans throughout the draft. The group
wholeheartedly supported the plan and provided great insights into the
importance of continuing our efforts in communications, building cultural
competence, and shared services throughout the region.

Stakeholders represented a variety of 

✓ ESBOCES staff,

✓ school districts, 

✓ institutions of higher education, 

✓ community organizations, 

✓ research groups, 

✓ businesses, 

✓ government,

✓ other agencies

ESBOCES Strategic Planning Council 10th Annual Meeting – August 12, 2009

• The need to communicate with students, districts, parents, business
and community organizations was reiterated.

• The expanding world of the environmental sciences and wise use of
resources was highlighted.

• Several meeting participants mentioned the importance of the
ESBOCES region making a connection with the new State Education
Department Commissioner and ensuring that he is aware of the
needs of our Long Island schools and lifelong learners.

• With recruiting a diverse staff to the region being a priority, many
ideas were shared at the meeting that reinforced the activities in the
proposed plan.

• Greater outreach to a variety of media outlets was encouraged to
promote the benefits of ESBOCES services.

• Strategies for supporting the districts’ ability to subscribe to needed
ESBOCES services were discussed and incorporated into the plan.

• The planned E-procurement, PeopleSoft upgrades, and continuous
targeted professional development will help to ensure cost-effective
operations, management, and finance.

• ESBOCES ability to provide technology services with affordable
costs to districts was stated as utmost value to the region.

The dedication, talent, and insight of the Strategic Planning Council
members helped to make the 2009-2010 plan an excellent beginning
for the 2009-2016 years ahead.

For more information see the ESBOCES Web site at:
http://esboces.org/MiddleStates.cfm

Incarcerated Education Programs Professional Day

On June 12, 2009, the Incarcerated Education Program held its Third
Annual Professional Day at the Suffolk County Community College

Culinary Arts and Hospitality
Center in Riverhead.
ESBOCES Administrative
Coordinator for Incarcerated
Education Programs for
Adolescents and Adults, Robert
Dembia said, “This is a rare
opportunity for teachers,
teacher assistants, adult
educators, professional support

staff, and secretaries to come together for reflection on the past school
year, and address pressing issues with police and corrections officials prior
to this new school year.”

After a brief introduction and opening comments by Mr. Dembia, Detective
Sergeant Robert Reecks of the Suffolk County Police Hate Crimes Unit,
provided an engaging presentation that centered on information dealing
with interactions with the community, what defines a hate crime, and some
of the relationships between street gangs and hate crimes.

Educational staff members Dr. Margo DelliCarpini, Paula Arbelaez de
Zavala, Linda Dackow, and Don Denning gave a follow-up presentation
that provided an overview of their presentation at the Statewide Conference
that addressed building career skills, which is part of the Perkins Grant
Program Implementation.

Mr. Robert Goodale, a
local electrical contractor
who has worked with
former inmates in the
past, provided the staff
with important information
as to what contractors
look for when they consider hiring former inmates that have skills they may
be able to utilize on the job.

After lunch, Suffolk County Corrections Officers Dan Colasuonno and Jeff
Willis provided the staff with a PowerPoint presentation on the progress of
the new jail building in Yaphank. The new jails are scheduled to open in
2012. They are participants in the regularly scheduled BOCES/Corrections
Interdisciplinary meetings, providing updates on building progress.

The day concluded with some informal questions and answers with 
the officers and small group discussion. Mr. Dembia said, "This day of 

learning and sharing 
helps the educational staff
with the chance to build 
on the professional
competencies needed to
better educate incarcerated
students and hopefully
facilitate successful transition
back into the community."
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Thoughts of Peace Spinning on Pinwheels at SAC

Students at the Sayville Academic Center (SAC) and SAC @ William Floyd
Elementary School created a visual statement about peace with their
garden of pinwheels that were displayed on the front lawn of each center.
The definition of peace is a state of calm and serenity, with no anxiety, the
absence of violence, freedom from conflict or disagreement among people
or groups of people. Pinwheels are a symbol of innocence; a childhood

symbol when things
were simple.

Pinwheels for Peace
began in 2005 as part
of the International
Day of Peace, created
in 1981 by the United
Nations. Students and
staff participated in
Pinwheels for Peace
by writing their
thoughts about peace,
tolerance, and living in
harmony with others on their hand-made pinwheels. Assistant Principal
Nicole Drinkwater said, “Their visual art display shows they respect each
other and shows the community that we should give peace a chance.”

A patriot is someone who loves,
supports, and defends his or
her country and its interests
with devotion. 

On September 11, 2009,
students at the William Floyd
Elementary special education
included site in Shirley participated
in an educational and memorial

event commemorating Patriot’s Day. Activities included a student discussion
about the characteristics of a hero, how people can show thankfulness to the
many Americans who lost their lives during the 9/11 tragedy, and how students
can hold memories in their hearts forever. Lucas Hires, a substitute
paraeducator at the school, is a military patriot who
just returned from a tour of duty, having spent the last
six years in the Navy.  Mr. Hires told the students, “A
true patriot finds ways to help people and our country.
I think that the teachers here are true patriots. We
can show thankfulness with pride and respect.”

Special Education Teacher Ms. Joanne Boutin-Clarke
led the students in a discussion on what is a hero.
They said that a hero is someone who keeps us safe,
protects our U.S.A., and protects our environment.

Heroes are people like firefighters, police officers, teachers, and nurses. They
have courage, are brave, and help people.

Special Education Teacher Ms. Theresa Corriss read the book New
York’s Bravest to the students. Thereafter, the students shared a
moment of silence. They gathered around the American flag, recited
the Pledge of Allegiance, and stated what they were thankful for. 

Assistant Principal Dr. Connie Rock said, “We should try and move
forward but keep the heroes in our hearts forever.” She added that the
students and staff would be participating in two projects: International
Peace Day and Pinwheels for Peace. Dr. Rock said, “Our goal is to
ensure student success in the home and in school. We strive for
the students to respect and appreciate themselves and others.”

Students Commemorate Patriot’s Day

9/11 Memorial Quilt
We will never forget; it was a heart-
breaking day; and forever in our hearts
and prayers are some of the inscriptions
on the memorial quilt created by the
students at the Islip Academic Center
(IAC) in Oakdale. Sincere and heartfelt
feelings of the students fill the 64 square quilt that will be prominently
displayed in the front hall of the center to memorialize and commemorate
those individuals whose lives were lost on 9/11.

Social Worker Pat Stillman and Special Education Teacher Camille Youmans
sewed the quilt together over the summer in preparation for the 

9/11 ceremony that took place
September 11, 2009.

Principal Carolynn Hansen unveiled the
quilt during the 9/11 ceremony saying,
“Each of the 64 squares contains a
heartfelt personal thought of a student
whose life was touched by the events
at the World Trade Center in 2001.  The
quilt will remain in our center so we will
never forget the tragic event and
always remember the heroes.”

Museum Day at the Sayville Academic Center @ William Floyd Elementary School

What a treat to visit ten different museums in one day at school! Yes,
students in the Eastern Suffolk BOCES special education included site at
the William Floyd Elementary School in Shirley, traveled from room to room
engaging in hands-on educational experiences while having fun! 

Ms. Malissa Hewitt, a microbiologist
from the Cold Spring Harbor Lab /
Dolan DNA Learning Center said, “I
love teaching science and educating
members of the community and
school district students about the
health and well-being of our planet.”
She engaged the students in an
experiment that separated DNA from
bacteria cells with the use of soap
and ethanol.  She said, “We are
complicated human beings, made
up of 100 trillion cells.” Though DNA
is invisible to the naked eye, through
this experiment, students could actually see it. The mission
statement of the Dolan DNA Learning Center includes envisioning
‘a day when all students are exposed to principles of genetics….and
have the opportunity to do hands-on experiments with DNA’.

In the library, King, a
student from the
Brentwood UFSD, was
visibly elated to have the
opportunity to don an
astronaut’s space suit
after the presentation
given by Mr. Robert
Tramantano and Mr.
Rick Angler, educators
from the Cradle of
Aviation Museum in

Garden City. The modified education program for elementary school-aged
students taught the students about the space shuttle and the needs of the
crew traveling into space. Students learned about teamwork, effective
communication, and life in space.  They asked questions about what

astronauts eat, how they sleep, how they breathe, how they go to the
bathroom, and what the dangers are of space travel. 

The students learned that because of gravity and air pressure issues, the
astronauts sleep in sleeping bags that are Velcroed to the walls so they
don’t float away. To protect the astronauts from natural disasters like
radiation and space particles, their space suits are composed of Kevlar, a
synthetic fiber used in law enforcement bulletproof vests. 

In the gymnasium, Ms. Erin
Nolan, the first female New
York Police Department
pilot, who was designated
as a Pilot-in-Command

(PIC) in the Bell 412Ep Search and Rescue
(SAR) aircraft, had the students on the edge
of their seats regaling them with rescue
mission stories.  Enhancing her presentation
was a PowerPoint slide show that was jam-

packed with pictures showing air-sea rescues.

The Holtsville Ecology Center
exhibit was jointly presented by
Kellei, an animal preserve staffer
and educator, and Delores. Kellei
said, “One thing I would like the
students to go away with from this
presentation is that wild animals do
not make good pets. The animals
at the ecology center have been
rescued and we care for them
because they cannot be released
into the wild.” She invited everyone
to visit the center so they can see
first-hand, “Over 100 injured or
non-releasable wild animals and
farm animals.”

Lowe’s Provides Students Tools for a Winning Future

Students at the H.B. Ward Technical and Academic Center in Riverhead
enrolled in the Building and Grounds Maintenance program, now have the
tools and skill it takes to win. Lowe’s and Kobalt Tools have teamed up as
part of the national Tough Tools for Cool Schools program to help the next

generation of skilled
professionals by
donating tools to
classrooms like Ken
Abel’s in Riverhead.
Students in Mr. Abel’s
Buildings and Grounds
program engage in
practical experiences
leading to entry-level
skills in maintenance

occupations. Training in work skills prepares students for entry-level
employment or mainstream placement in more advanced technical training.
Course content includes basic electricity, basic carpentry, landscaping,
basic plumbing, building repair, and masonry.

In these challenging times, Lowe’s challenged themselves to seek ways to
help educators and students who need the essentials that will make the
greatest impact. 

“Lowe’s is proud to work with Kobalt Tools and SkillsUSA to continue to
prepare America’s future skilled work force and help students excel in their
chosen career paths,” said Larry D. Stone, Lowe’s president and chairman
of Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation. “With Kobalt tools in
their toolbox, and the education and knowledge from SkillsUSA and their
schools, we believe students will be ready to succeed when they enter the
work force.”
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